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REPLY TO REV. MR. SCOTT. 
(Continued from page 115.) 


Dran Srr,—I closed my last with an intima= 
tion that I should take up again the passages on 
which I therein remarked, for the purpose of 


- comparing them with a class of scriptures which 


should be taken into consideration in this place. 
You brought forward those passages for the 
strange purpose of proving that wickedness, in 
this life, has a great advantage over rig hteous- 
ness, the latter being attended with adversity 
and suffering, while the consequences of the 
former are ~ prosperity and happiness. ‘That 
such a doctrine is hostile not only to experience, 
but to the general sense of the sacred writings, 
I am convinced. The passages you quoted to 
support your sentiment are connected with cer- 
tain circumstances not very favorable to you.— 

Those you took from Ecclesiastes, if we can 
judge from the character of the book, were 
written by Solomon at a time, when by too free 
an indulgence in mirth and pleasure, bis mind 
had become evervated, and he had imbibed a 
disgust at every thing. “Vanity of vanities,” 
said he, “all,” every thing, ‘is vanity.” He 
even despised what is generally considered the 
‘source of true happiness. “kor in much wisdom 
is much grief; and he that increaseth knowledge 
increaseth sorrow.’? ‘This whole book, and 


particularly the passages you quote, are a proof 


of the situation to which he debased himself by 
his sins. The words you quote from David he 
acknowledges he spake, when he was so foolish 
and ignorant that he was as a beast before God 
That Job, from whom you also quote, did not 
always say what was right, is evident from his 
own words: “Therefore have I uttered that I 
understood not; things too wonderful for me, 
which I knew not.” xlii. 3. | wonder that you 
did not observe these circumstances in quoting 
the passages, and if you did see them, I won- 
der still more that you ever brought such testi- 
mony forward. Can you be willing to rest the 
doctrine you advocate, so contrary to experience, 
on such proof? Are you willing to rest the 
‘doctrine of everlasting misery on such evidence? 
} admire the words of A. Clarke : 
that concern our eternal salvation, we need the 
most pointed and express evidence on which to 
establish the faith of our souls.” See, on Mat. 
v. 26. 

I must now inquire of you, Mr. Scott, why 
you left out of consideration some of the most 
self-evident truths which the scriptures contain ? 
To look at the subject in the way in which you 
presented it, leads the mind of the reader away 
from the true sense of scripture. Are we not 
informed, that the ways of wisdom are ‘:pleas- 
aptness and all her paths are peace”? Do we 
not read, what is most evidently true, ‘Happy 
is the man tbat findeth wisdom, and the man 
that gefteth understanding: For the merchan- 
dise of it is better than the merchandise of 
silyer and the gain thereof than fine gold. She 


“In the things | 


(Prov. xiii. 15.) 


is more precious than rubies ; and all the things 
thou canst desire are not to be compared unto 
her. Length of days is in her right hand, and 
in her left hand riches and honor’ ? Prov. iii. 
13—17. These things are so evidently true 
that they are axioms. On the other hand, do 
we not read, ‘the, way of transgressors %s hard’ - 
“There is no peace, saith the 
Lord, unto the wicked :” (Isa. xlviii. 22.) “The 
wicked are like the troubled sea, when it can- 
not rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt. 
Vhere is no pea, saith my God, to the wick- 
ed: (Isa. lvii. 20, 21.) ‘The curse of the Lord 
is inthe house of the wicked; but he blesseth 
the habitation of the just :” (Prov. i ili. 33.) “The 
way of the wicked is as darkness :” (iv. 19,) ‘this 
own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, 
and he shall be holden with the cords of his 
sins :”” (v.22,) &c. &c. Why are these scrip- 
tures, and a thousand others like them, left out 
of consideration 2? No one who wished to give 
a full view of what the scriptures say with re- 
spect to the wicked, would forget such passa- 
ges as the above. Now, Sir, bring all the pas- 
sages you quoted, and all like them if you can 
find any more, into comparison with passages of 
this nature. Give to the passages you quote 
what sense, and what weight of authority you 
please, only bring them into comparison with 
such as are above mentioned, and you will find 
an overwhelming tide of testimony in favor of 
the fact that “the way of transgressors is hard,” 
and that “the wicked are like the troubled sea, 
when it cannot rest.” : 

Suppose the wicked prosper for a short time, 
what will that avail? ‘The prosperity of fools 
shall destroy them.” Proy. i. 32. What if they 
be permitted to succeed for a moment with their 
designs? ‘The wicked is snared in the work of 
his own hands.” Ps. ix. 16. What if they) 
growrich? ‘A little that a righteous man hath 
is better than the riches of many wicked.” Ps. 
xxxvii. 16. ‘Better is a dinner of herbs where 
love is, than a stalled ox and hatred therewith.” 
Proy. xv. 17. What if they triumph and are | 
joyful? ‘Lhe triamphing of the wicked is short 
and the joy of the hypocrite but for a moment.” 
Job. xx. 5. David well expresses the momen- | 
tary duration of the prosperity of wickedoess. 
‘I have seen the wicked in great power, and 
spreading himself like a green-bay tree: yet he 
passed away, and, lo, he was not: yea, I songht 
him, but he could not be found.” Ps. xxxvii. 35, | 
36. And truly said Job, ‘How oftis the candle | 
of the wicked put out! and bow often cometh | 
their destruction upon them! God distributeth | 
sorrows in his anger.” Job xxi. 17. 

What I have said is corroborated by matter, 
of fact. om Adam, Eve, or Cain find the way | 
of sin easy? Did guilt, jealousy, envy and| 
moroseness fill their hearts with joy and elad- | 
ness? ‘ake the case of asinner who was once | 
in great power and prosperity: | mean Haman. 
Who would not choose the virtue and obscurity | 
of Mordecai? Haman was “snared in the work 
of his own hands.” It was commanded “that 
his wicked device, which he devised against. 
the Jews, should return upon his own head” 
Esth. ix. 25. But why, my brother, need I par-| 


ity of your reasoning should be noticed. 


ticularize 2? TI appeal to all that we read of Is- 
rael, from the time that they left Egypt, until 
(O tremendous judgment!) God overthrew 
their city by the hands of the Romans Sin it- 
self is punishment, as disease itself is pain.— 
“Can a man take fire in his bosom and his 
clothes not be burnt? Can one go upon hot 
coals and his feet not be burnt.”” Proy. vi. 27, 
28. When Ephraim was joined to his idols, so 
true was it that his folly would punish him, it 
was said, “let him alone.” “Fis ewn iniquities 
shall take the wicked himself, and he shall be 
holden with the cords of his sins.” Proy. v. 22. 
“Thine own wickedness shall correct thee, and 
thy backslidings shall reprove thee.” Jer. ii. 19. 

You, Sir, have snared yeurself in the work of 
your own hands. For when you endeavor to 
prove that wicked men do not suffer the conse- 
quences of their sins in this life, you bring for- 
ward direct proof that they do. I have refer- 
ence to those two quotations you make for the 
purpose of proving that some wicked men have 
no remorse of conscience. 1 ‘lim. iv. 1, 2. 
Eph. iv. 18, 19. These very passages are a proof 
that sin is attended with the greatest of evil con- 
sequences in this life. ‘*Some shall depart from 
the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and 
doctrines of devils.” Is it, in this life, a blessing 
or a curse to depart from the true faith, being 
seduced to the doctrines of devils? Permitting 
you to have your own opinion of the text, is ita 
blessing or a curse to have the “conscience 
seared with a hot iron’? Were the Gentiles 
blessed in their situation, when “their under- 
standing was darkened, being alienated from the 
life of God through the ignorance that is in 
them, because of the blindness of their heart,” 
&c.? Would you, Sir, without reference to any 
other world beside this, exchange the situation 
in which you are placed for such an one? ~=You 
cannot be ignorant, | am, that the expression, 
“seared with a hot iron,” may be explained 
without favoring the idea of callousness of con- 
science. A. Clarke does not give it this sense. 
He says, on the words, “speaking lies in hypocri- 
sy, having their conscience seared with @ hot avi,” 
“they bear the marks of their hypocrisy as evi- 
dently and as indelibly in their conscience, in 
the sight of God, as those who have been cau- 
terized for their crimes, do in their bodies, 
in the sight of men.” ‘hat the Gentiles were 
without feeling in every sense, you will not 
contend. ‘hen it remains to determine in what 
sense they were “past feeling.” Nowif you ever 
shall succeed in she »wing that they were past 
feeling insuch a sense, that ihey had no shanie, 
no.remorse, no guill, ‘then will you again snare 
yourself in the wails of your own hasta For if 
their consciences did not accuse them of wick- 
edness, if the fanctions of conscience all ceased, 
as you contend, they knew not that they did 
wrong, and therefore, were deserving of 
punishment. 

There is another point on which the invalidi- 
You 
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inform me thatifthe wicked “sutler thei 
sert of punishment in this life,” + 
those outward circumstances 


trouble and anxiety of mind; 
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vain of body; or in accusation and remorse of | self at the head of half a pollen Ft ae Peres a 
Siohelaiine You then consider these in their | wor «ae os divine fhe Valates treaties, Nit 
order. Do the wicked suffer sufficiently in the | gards justice, burns cities, ravages kingdoms, while destruc- 
first mentioned? No. Inthe second? No. In) ion and misery every where mark his way; he makes indis- 
the third? No. ‘Then it is evident they do not | criminate slaughter of men, women and children ; wantons 
“suffer their fall desert of punishment in this) in the miseries of his fellow creatures ; sacrifices many 
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life.” This reasoning is invalid. For if it! 
should be allowed, that the wicked do not suffer | 


sufficient punishment in either of these ways, 


bo means. 
yours. A man owes three dollars. 
is demanied: but when he opens his 

book, he finds bat three one dollar bills. ' 
hegins to despair. He takes up the first. It is 
a one dollar bill, and will not pay the debt. He 
lays it down, and examines another. ‘This is 
the same, and will not pay the debt. He looks 
at the third. It is also a one dollar bill, and will 
not pay the debt. Therefore, says he, | have 
not money enongh to pay it aud must go to jail. 
Perhaps, if my “visnal ray” was not obscured 


The debt 


He 


| heirs. 
wonld it prove they do not in all of them? By | ample. 


1 will shew yon an argument like | tyrant,after all 1+ crimes lived in prosperity and died in ob- 


thousands of his own subjects and makes widows and fath- 
erless children without number. Finally he returns victo- 
rious with the spoils of nations, and leaves kingdoms to his 
You cannot say that history furnishes no such ex- 

Now, Sir [ esre not whether it be said that this 


durate tranquility,which is much the most probable, or that 


ocket | he suffered in every possible way during ihe remainder of 


his life ; I ask you, in the name of conscience, whether it 
is possible for him to suffer in this life, all that his crimes 
deserve !” 


We may believe that you cannot imagine a 
worse character than you have here offered us. 
Now | will venture to affirm, that if these two 
men, with all their sins, were put inte your 
hands, you would find no manner of difficulty in 
getting them into heaven. Just 


hy the love of system, I might see the force of|‘'€™ profess to be converted according to the 
y 7M, 


such reasoning. 

Where now, Sir, is the strength of the sylo- 
gism which you form? If l have succeeded in 
shewing that your reasoning is inconclusive, 
the second proposition is a mere assertion; and 
this you will not think is satisfactory proof— 
Bat, Sir, 1 will not let this opportunity pass 
withont noticing this syllogism particularly. 

Why did you depart so widely from the scrip. 
fares in the first proposition? Do the sacred 
writers any where say that God will release 


fashion of conversion in your church, and it, like 
the Pope, you did not give him a passport to 
heaven, you would at least express it as your 
opinion that he would go there. No sinner is sv 
vile he may not go to heaven in this way with- 
out any future punishment whatever. Minis- 
ters of your order have encouraged people upon 
the galiows, who had been convicted of theft, 
piracy and murder, that they would go immed- 
iately into heaven. I have heard of one, who 
expressed pity for the spectators because they 


ome men from the punishment of their sins? would not go to heaven as quick he did, and who 
s : Sins! 


No, Sir. ‘Chen why did you use language which 
implies it? The scriptures assert unequivocal! 
ly that every man shall receive according to his 
works. Deut. xxiv. 16. 1 Kings viii. 39. 2 
Kings xiv. 6. 2 Chron. xxiv. 4. Job xxxiy.t1. 
Psalms Ixii. 12. Prov. xxiv, 12. Jer. xvii. 10. 
Mat. xvi. 27. Rom. ii. 6. Rev. xxii. 12. Exo. 
xxxiv. 7. Numb. xiv. 18. Col. iii. 25. Heb. 
li. 2,3 If you think this onposes the doctrine 


“mock the understanding of all mankind, 


‘ ithe d ie between. va. 5 : 
Bay te yen ose fren eo 30, | Would be trifling with a serious subject. 


began to sing with the halter upon his neck, 
‘I am bound for the kingdom—— 
Will you go to glory with me ?”” 

Now if it be, as you contend, impossible for 
such people to ceceive their punishment in this 
life, your doctrine admits them into heaven 
without being punished at all. ‘To affirm that 
such are punished jn this life would, you say, 
It 
It 
it 


would be to deny a universal sentiment. 


Isa. vl. 2. Now let us make the first proposi. would evince only the extent to which the hu- 
tion scriptural, add the second to it and see how 0 Intellect may he darkened, and the judg- 


it aflects you then. 


| 


1, God ‘will render to every man according to his | 


deeds.:’— Rom, ii. 6. 


2. “He does not so punish them in this world.”’"—Mr. 
Scorr. 


3. ‘Therefore he will punish them in the next.’”—Mr. 
Scorr. 


Here the unavoidable concinsion is that ail 
men will be punished in the future state. You 
do not believe that God rewards any man ac- 
cording to his works in this life. Hence the 
wnavoidadle inference from vour premises, with 
the first proposition set right, is that men here- 
alter will be universally punished, 

You bring forward the cases of two men 
whom vou think are so wicked they cannot be 


punished in this lite. { will quote your descrip- 
tion of their characters, 


1. “Let us suppose a case. A man commits robbery 
and murder, and thereby forfeits his life as well as suffers | 
much remorse of conscience for his crimes. At length be- 
ing Unsuspected, and pramp’eéd by the hope of gain he com- | 
mics & second oTeuce of the same kind; and feeling Jess re- 
morse than before, and stil] allured by the gain of unrigh- 
teousness, he goes on till he has robbed and murdered ten | 
times © at each svecessive time feeling less remorse than | 
bevore, ull finally he feels none at ail. He has made him- | 
self rich by hie crimes, lives in ease, fares sumptuously 
every day, and at seventy diés in his own bed, and dies as| 
he had [iy ei, without remorse *’ | 


2. “Onee more. Suppose one of the despots of onr 


ment warped, by the love of theory.” Such 
according to your own doctrine escape punish- 
ment, both in this world and the next. You ac- 
cuse me of believing that the wicked fare bet- 
ter than the righteous, because | do not believe 
they will be punished hereafter. What wonld 
you say to me, if | did not believe they are 
punished either here or hereafier? 

I give yon to understand, Mr. Scott, that I 
cannot conceive of happiness as the effect of 
sin. Sin is represented in the scriptures by fire, 
on which aman cannot walk without being 
burned. It is represented by disease, with 
which one cannot be aillicted without suffering 
pain. [tis a common practice for people, when 
in every attempt they tail to support their doc- 
trine by the word of God, to describe some very 


wicked character, and then declare positively | 


that such cannot be adequately recompensed in 
this state. There would be no need of this, if 
they conld prove the doctrine by the scriptures, 
But against all you say on the subject, against 
the imaginary cases you have brought forward, 
and against every similar one that can he 
brought forward, | oppose the argument of the 
apostle Paul, recorded in the first chapter of 
Komans. Let him describe the wicked charac- 
fer. 


‘Filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wicked 


hess, covetousness, maliciousness ; full of envy, murder, 


debaie, deceit, malignity ; whisperers, backbiters, haters 
worl", to gratify his pride acd ainbition, should place him- of God, 


despiteful, proud, boasters, iaveniors of evil things, 


let either of 


disobedient to parents, without understanding, covenant 
breakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerei- 
ful.’ 

You cannot heighten the description. Now, 
Sir, remark that the Apostle does not contend 
that these were too wicked to be sufficiently 
punished in this life; but on the other hand, 
maintains that God gave them over to a repro- 
bate mind as a punishment because they did pot 
like to retain him in their knowledge, See 
verses 24, 26, 28. If you will point out how 
this can be understood without allowing that 
men can be punished in sin and by sin, then will 
I pay every attention to your argament; but un- 
til you do this, Lshall consider that op which 
you rely as fully answered. All the cases of 
wickedness you can bring forward are met by 
this; and the more deeply you plunge the sin- 
ner into the abyss of depravity, the more you do 
against your own cause, 

You wished to contrast with the Prosperity of 
the wicked, to use your own language, “the af- 
flictions of many of the holiest men that ever 
lived.” And then you mention the tr 4\s which 
the early Christians suffered trom the bands of 
their persecuting enemies. I notice this, be- 
cause it enables me to bring up something new 
in the argument. Why did you give avery par- 
tial view of the real situation of the early chris- 
tians? Why did you not mention the “joy un- 
speakable and full of glory” which they all re- 
ceived through faith? Why were the Sitting 
together in the heavenly places in Christ, and 
the hberty wherewith he had made them free, 
all cautiously kept out of sight? Were not any 
of the blessings which accrued to them from an 
espousal of the cause of Christ worth mention- 
ing? From what a deplorable situation did the 
gospel deliver them. Once they “were with-. 
out Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth 
of Israel, aod strangers from the covenants of 
promise, having no hope, and without God. in 
the world.” ‘I’hus the gospel found them, It 
brought them nigh to Ged ; it “preached peace 
to them which were afar off and to them thet 
were nigh,” so that they were “no more stran- 
gers and toreigners, but fellow citizens with the 
saints, and of the household of God.” W hatev- 
er you may think of their situation, dear Sir, it 
is evident they regarded it as a happy exchange 
to part with the honors, riches, and praises of 
the world to gain Christ and his religion. Bles- 
sed with these, they rejoiced “that they were 
counted worthy to suffer shame for his name” ; 
lite was not thought dear; the things that were 
gain to them they “counted loss for Christ.” 
Hear Paul. “Most gladly, therefore. will I 
rather glory in my intirmities, that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me. ‘Therefore / take 
pleasure in intiemities, in reproaches, in necessi- 
|ties, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s 
isake.” How different are those disciples of the 
Lamb who think the service of their Master <o 
irksome, that unless there be some extraneous 
reward for performing it, they consider the vio- 
| lent opposer of Christ in a better condition than 
| they. Spirit of the Redeemer, whither bast 
i thou fled? 

I desire you now, Mr. Scott, to recollect the 
doctrine for which you have contended 
that the righteous in this life are afflicted with 
adversify and suffering, while the wicked are 
blessed with prosperity and happiness. You 
also contend that the wicked by repenting one 
moment before they die, will go immediately to 
heaven at death. Lwish you to examine the 
tendency of this doctrine. Those who are the 
most wicked, if they repent upon their death 
beds, will suffer the least of any beings in the 
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~ You bring forward grace against me, and con- 
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universe ; for you contend they escape punish-| calling on us to go over a path which we have 
ment in this world. “ Many of the very best] travelled again and again. Why do you not at- 


sion, the occasion of such wrath. Such a sup- 
position argues that infinite wisdom laid a plan 


men suffer incomparably more,” you say ‘‘in this | tempt to shew that eur manner of interpreting| to get offended, and also to remove the offence ! 


world, than some of the worst.” As you sup-|these texts is not right? This will be some- 
pose some of the very worst, by repentance, |ting new and interesting. A Virginian corres- 
will escape all punishment ip the future state,| pondent writes, ‘By the last Magazine received, 
so it will forever remain a truth, that “many of}[ see you are about to be engaged in a discus- 
the very best men have suffered incomparably | sion on the question of a judgment and punish- 
more” than some of the most wicked. How)/ment beyond the grave. Mr. Scott | do not 


“very unwise it appears for you to charge me|knew,—but I felt sorry on reading his commu- 


with representing sin to be very small, because, | nication, that he should have brought forward 
as you think, | represent the punishment of it to| passages that have been sifted and ably com- 
be small. And with what an ill grace do you} mented upon before, and shewn not to bear upon 
say | teach that the righteous ‘suffer more than | the subject.” 
they deserve ” But look, Sir, at the tendency J now subscribe myself, 
of this doctrine. Virtue affords not a sufficient Keane cifally acure 
reward, nor vice a sufhcient, punishment in this P speed 
life. What inducement then, can you offer men PnceseW HerTeMOne. 
to make them virtuous? There is none on 
earth. Can you threaten sinners with future 
punishment? No: for they can save themselves 
from this at any moment in life by repentance. 
Now, Sir, I will quote your own words. 

“Tf the righteous must suffer so much in this life, even 
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ATONEMENT. 


’ In consequence of a few words in conversa- 


more than the wicked, had we not better dispense with tion with a friend, whom [| sincerely regard, 
righteousness and take our pleasure.”? respecting the scripture doctrine of Atonement, 
Never did a man seal his own condemnation|! am induced to write this communication, on 
more completely. Who says the righteous suf-|the subject, with an expectation that my friend 
fer so much, even more than the wicked in this| Will candidly read if, and judge of the arguments 
life? Mr. Scott. Who draws the inference,|0M rational andscriptural principles. , 
that if this be the case, we had “hetter dispense; My object is to present to the candid mind 
with righteousness, and take our pleasure”? Mr. plain proof that our Father in heaven never re- 
Scott. This is a fair and full acknowledgement, | quired any sacrifice to placate his wrath and in- 
which can never be taken back, that the doctrine |Cline him to be gracious to us, who had sinned, 
of the non-punishment of sin in this life is very and to grant us his favor and forgiveness. If 
licentious. {1 agree with you, Sir. the understanding be fully satisfied of this fact, 
Who would suppose after having continually | the doctrine of atonement, as for ages has been 
fonnd fault with me because | do not admit of | held in the church, must be given up. — 
sufficient punishment, that yeu would, in closing | have no occasion to treat this subject ina la- 


your essay, charge me with holding too much. bored manner, such as would be necessary to 
a i notice all the subtleties of the schools respecting 


it, because | am writing solely for the convic- 
tion of a candid mind in the exercise of common 
sense. ; 

Ist. To the doctrine of Atonement, as above 
suggested, | oppose the unchangeableness oi 
God. He says, by the prophet, “I am the 
Lord, I change not, theretore, ye sons of Jacob 
are not consumed.”’ But the doctrine of Atone- 
ment, which | am endeavoring to disprove, sup- 
poses, at least, two changes in the divine Being. 
it supposed that the sin of mankind offended him 


tend earnestly that it is an insuperable difficulty 
in my way, as it knows nothing about the trans- 
gressor “suffering the whole punishment due to 
his transgression.” Really, Sir, do not complain 
that a thing is at the same time too long and too 
short. At one moment you assail me with justice 
crying aloud for more punishment ; at the next 
with grace praying for an abatement. 

[ very cheerfully inform you that | know of 
no salvation but by grace. Vhe gift of the gos- 
pel is by grace, because we did nothing to ob- bat th 
fain it. Our immortal existence is by grace,|and armed his justice with a vengeance, which 
because it is the gift of God which we can) nothing could appease but the endless suffering 
neither purchase, nor forfeit. 1 do not believe | of the offenders, or the sufferings which Jesus 
that I can obtain it by my feeble exertions here! Christ endured, as a substitute in room of the 
on earth, nor that | can deprive myself of it by, endless sufferings of the sinner. ‘Lhis offence 
such means. I joyfully believe that it is secur-|in God is one change ; the other is effected by 
ed to me and all my fellow creatures in the pur-|the atonement of Christ, by which our Father 
pose of him who can never err; and | pray!in heaven becomes reconciled to us. ‘Lhisis a 
that whenever it is his will, | may enter intothe|second change. It seems proper here to re- 
fruition of it. mark, that the reason which God renders why 

In closing your communication, you give me| the sons of Jacob enjoyed his favor, was that He 
to understand that you intend to bring forward | does not change. If this be the reason, then it 
“direct proof of future punishment.” | am glad, | was not because he had obtained satisiaction to- 
Sir, you are now going to bend your mind to wards them by a substitute. 


3d. The third proof, which I here offer, is 
the love, which the scriptures teach us that our 
heavenly Father exercised toward us, while we 
were sinners. Jesus said; ‘God so loved the 
world, that he sent his only begotten Son,” &c, 
Surely common sense, in a sound and candid 
mind, will readily see, that if the Son of God 
was sent by the Father, because the Father lov- 
ed the world, the Son did not come to suffer for 
us, in order to procure the Father’s love te- 
wards us. ‘The beloved disciple further says; 
‘*Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitia- 
tion for our sins.” Here again we see, that the 
prepitiation of Jesus for our sins is the effect of 
the Father’s love, and not its cause. St. Paul 
says; “God commendeth his love toward us, in 
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us.” If the death of Christ for us was a com- 
mendation of the Father’s love, it certainly could 
not have been the cause of that love. 

It seems proper here to remark, in rela- 
tion to the foregoing passages, that by them it 
appears evident that the commendation of God’s 
love toward us, 1s the same thing as the propitia- 
tion for our sins. And this will be clearly seen 
if it be duly realized that it is the manifestation. 
of God’s hove to man which effects his reconcilia- 
tion to Him. It should Ijkewise be understood, 
that reconciliation, atonement, and propitiation all 
mean the same thing. 

4th, The fourth proof which I will here ad- 
duce against atonement, as it has been held by 
the church, is the plain sbripture doctrine, so 
abundantly supported by divine declarations, 
that God will render toevery man according to 
his works. If our heavenly Father punishes 
every transgressor according to his iniquities, 
then it is certain that He never accepts a sub- 
stitute in room of the transgressor. Ip place of 
suffering 7m stead of the sinner, Jesus says, Mat, 
xvi. 27, “For the Son of man shall come in the 
glory of his Father, with his angels; and then 
he shall reward every man according to his 
works.” If Jess himself renders unto every 
transgressor according to his deeds, shall we 
suppose that he suflered the punishment due to 
our crimes? 

5th. The fifth proof, which I here offer a- 
gainst this doctrine of substitution, ‘s the fact, 

‘that allowing it to be true, it would not be a 
dispensation of favor to sinners. ‘Uhis will be 
clearly seen the moment we understand that the 
divine economy never required any punishment 
to be administered to transgressors, only tor 
;their emendation. ‘Whom the Lord loveth be 
| chasteneth, and scourgeth every Son whom he 
/receiveth. ‘Che t.ord will not cast off forever; 
but though he cause grief, yet will he have 
compassion according to the multitude of his 
;mercies; for he doth not atilict willingly, nor 
|grieve the children of men.” Will not the can- 


this object. It is a proof that you believe that 
you have not furnished any “direct proof” ot 
the sentiment. | recommend it to you to ask 
the following questions in relation to every pas- 
sage you quote: Is it direct proof of future pun- 
ishment? Are we informed in the context (hat 
this punishment is in the future state? For this 
the passage must specify, or, al least, imply, in 
order to be any thing to your purpose. : 
To produce texts that we have time after 


2. The second proot, which IT will here offer did and reasonable mind understand. that if pun- 
against the doctrine of an atonement, to recon- ishment for sin is designeu by our merciful Fath- 
cile God to man, is the divine presetence. We er in heaven, for our correction and retorma- 
are informed by an apostle, that God’s works tion, that it would be so far from being a favor 
are all known unto him from the foundation of | for a substitute to endure this punishment, that 
the world. Itseems impossible for common dis- it would in a fact take from us that which the 
cernpment not to see, that if our heavenly Father compassion and faithfulness of God designed tor 
knew. before he created mankind, all that they our benefit? Let the parent judge of this case, 
would do, and ali which he would do hy them by the question, whether it would be any bene- 
and tor them, that He nevercould have imbibed fit to his disobedient children to administer the 


time carefully and patiently examined, without 
shewing that our explanations of them are in- 
correct, gives us no satisfaction. It is simply 


un uniriendly wrath towards them, and then chastisement which was necessary for their re- 
Lave this wrath removed vy an event, which he formation, on a child, who bad committed yo 


Jas early foresaw as he foresaw man’s transgres- tauit ? 


€th. ‘The sixth and last proof which | shall} remaineth in him ; and he gs a 
now present against this doctrine of substitution, | he is born of God.” 1 John iii, 9.-Ree. 

is its injestice. ‘To punish the innocent in room| Resark. How many of this description, 4 
of the guilty is unjust, and is a crime in the eye} understand the words of John literally.) sha we 
of the law of God, and contrary to the laws of| be able to find on the earth. John says in anoth- 
civil society, H. B. | er place, “If we say that we have no sin, we de- 
ceive ourselves, and the truth is not in| 1 
Johni. 8. Are the elect then, altogether free 
from sin, in this life, because their seed remains 
in theas;—or do they deceive themselves by 
saying, they have no sin? They may deceive 
themselves, but we think they will scarcely be 
able to deceive others. Lucius. 


POR THK MAGAZINE, 


Measrs. Editors,—In the “Recorder and Tele- 
graph” of Oct. 20, 1826, I saw an article pur- 
porting to be a review of an Unitarian publi- 
cation. | have made a few extracts from the 
same, which, with a few remarks of my own, 
send you for publication. 


“It, the Trinity, is not taught by the Apos- 
tles.” Unitarianism. ‘ The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christi, and the love of God, and the com- 
munion of the Holy Ghost be with you all.” 2 
Cor. xiii, 14. Ree, and Tel. 


‘Remark. Paul says, * The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with you. My love be with 
you all in Christ Jesus.” 1 Cor. xvi. 23, 24. If 
the first quoted passage prove that God, Christ, 
and the Holy Ghost are one, does not the last 
prove that Christand Paulare one? ‘The same | , O58 

And the beasts of the forests in terror retire ; 


Wt certainky apply hogek : But the wreath of the flames as they curl’d in the air, 

“* Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, bap- | Were unseen by the prophet, the.Lord was not there. 
ising them in the name of the Father, and of Then a voice through the gloom, softly murmuring stole, 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” Our author! It breath’d inspiration, it tbrill’d thro” the soul ; 
disposes of this passage by telling us that it is | It was heard in no thunder, was seen in no glare, 


“preceded by a verse which directiy proves the | But it spoke to the heart, for Jehovah was there. 


_——= 


SELECTED FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
The Still, Small Voice. 


The whirlwind pass’d by in the pride of its might, 

And the dark cliffs of Horeb were shook with affright ; 
It shriek’d in the forest, it peal’d in the air, 

But the prophet mov’d not, for the Lord was not there. 


Then hard on the wind came the earthquake’s wide shock, 
And real’d the whole mountains. and shook ev’ry rock ; 
The sons of the mountains grew pale in despair, 

But the prophet was silent, the Lord was not there. 


Bright blaz’d o’er the mountain a column of fire, 


tas dependence of Jesus”—*All power is given uo-| — 
“aes tome.” We beg leave to add the remainder, | ™ 
“in heaven and in earth,” verse 18. How much New Meeting House. 
, more power would be necessary to make him 


The Universalists at Angier’s Corner, and in 
that neighborhood, have adopted the resolution 
to build a house for the public worship of God. 
The property to be invested in said house has 
been divided into shares, which are now nearly 
all taken up. We understand the house will be 
}set within Watertown line. 


supreme ?”—Kec. and Tel. 


—  —*- -Remarx.—'This argument is observable for its, 
‘strength, and logical precision. Because Christ 

_ has received all power from God, therefore his | 
power is underived. Because God has given to 

Christ all power in heaven and earth, ergo, 

Christ is “very Ged.” Charles V. gave all his 

power to his son Philip—therefore Philip was 
Charles. 


“That such a change is the work ef a mo- ar ‘ 5 eee 
. A Religious Society was formed in Ware Fac- 


ment, is a supposition irrational, unscriptural, | ; . 
contrary to the express declaration of the divine | !°Y Village,( Mass.) on the 9th day of Dec. 1826, 


word.” (Query, Where ?) ‘sand the plainest tes- 
timony of fact ; Unitarian. Query. How long} 
does it takes the mind to change from a sinfal to| © 
aholy affection? What is the interval state ?| 


—=> 5: eo 


New Universalist Society. 


the First Independent Universalist Society in the 
wn of Ware and vicinity. 
Chose, Moses Hayden, Samuel Davis, Preston 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


ony Martha B. Scott. — 


‘to be known and distinguished by the name of 


ee 


ae Mart. ied — 
more, of Cambri 


Someone ~~ 

testown, 0 ‘ ” 
dgeport, Maj. Gershor Ito. 

r. Cateb 8, Ford to Miss Su- 

san Winn, all of Charlestown. eet rr 
In Marlborough, Mass. by Rev, M. B. Ballou, 
Mr. Coorg W. Cook, of Lancaster, to Miss 
Charlotte Felton, of Marlborough, 2d daughter 
of Silas F. Esq. pan hws 


, 5 . ¢ 


OBITUAR YivaG st nee eee 

Died at Stafford, Con, on the 24th,ult, Mr. Gipprnos 
Hypsg, aged 389. re 

His Wife and numerous family connections have (hus 
at length felt that blow, which a pony, fe hopeless 
disease had threatened, for many years. ng will it be 
before they can bring themselves to overlook the wide 
blank which his removal leaves in their circle. The So- 
ciety of Universalists, to which he belonged must deeply 
sympathize in the loss of so worthy and devoted a member; 
and the town at large will not soon forget one of ite most 
honored and useful inhabitants. Nor will the many ac- 
quaintances to whom business introduced him abroad, re- _ 


| gard with indifference the death of a man, whose sinking 


frame and cheerful unbroken spirit so long conspired to 
awaken a painful interest in his behalf. . 1 
There were many striking traits in Mr. Hyde’s charac-, 
ter. Decided in fixing his plans and prompt in adopiing 
his measures, he pursued them with peculiar activity and 
perseverance. But what perhaps most distinguished him, 
was moral courage and a vigorous untiring resolution, 
which buoyed up his spirits, and enabled him to discharge 
the duties of health amidst the feebleness of disease, For 
six or seven years he sustained the weight of a large share 
of the business in an extensive establishment, in which he 
was partner, and faithfully transacted it both at home and 
abroad, though laboring the meanwhile under a deep cop- 
sumption, often with bare y strength enough to ride, some- 
times with not even that, and always apparently on the 
verge of the grave. 
In business, his probity gained him the fullest confidence; 
and on all occasions, the indepeident and manly tore of 
| his sentiments created respect, while his demeanor, uniform- 
ly natural, and never ostentatious nor affectedly servile, 
introduced him at once to the esteem of those who saw 
,him. So generslly were the yirtues of the man known and 
felt, that they were freely acknowledged even by his oppo- 
nents, afier he became an active and influential member of 
|a denomination of christians which was most heartily 
| abhored and conscientiously defamed, 
| It was about the year 1816, that he united with a few 
others in the unpromising attempt to gather a Unive: salist 
Society in Stafford. After a struggle of nearly two years, 
they succeeded in establishing the only one then in Con- 
necticut, if we except one or two obseure and dormant so- 
cieties of that name in the remote western part of the 
state ; but the bitterness of the opposition and-the con- 
temptuousness of the treatment which the new sect fora 
long time encountered on every hand, e-n with difficulty 
| be conceived in places where a more general acquaintance 
‘with Universalism has removed the alarm of the ignorant 
[end silenced the calumny-of the bigotted, Mr, Hyde met his 
| share of the common odium, as a mere matt«r of course, as 
| a consequence he had expected ; and his f elings never 


And what the sinner’s character at that. time 2-| French, Luther Crane, and Asa Flagg, as « Pru-| appeared either irritated or deeply wounded by the abusive 


Ree. and Tel. 


: : S34: \said society. 
Remark. The sophistry of this is somewhat)" ‘ 


8 2. ae 


Christian Intelligencer. 


‘dential Committee to conduct the concerns of} ¢o’ duct of opposers. ' 
Voted, the proceedings of said/t? the weakness of complaint, 


His temper was too noble to stoop 
or to y eld to the folly of 
anger. From the docirine of God’s universal grace he de- 
rived a constant satisfaction, which endured to the last; 
and he was enabled, with fortitude and composure to con- 
| template death, which seemed to walk hand in hand with 
| him for years. : \ 

Let his afflicted widow and aged parents be thankful 
| that he was permitted to remain with them so long beyond . 
\their expectations ; arid let them exercise that patience 
and fortitude in their affliciion, which he evinced through 
all his sufferings.—| Communicated.} 


ns 
‘CALEB P. BAILEY, 
(Of Gardiner, Me.) 
PROPOSES FUBLISHING BY SUBSCRIPTION, ‘ 
A Third Edition of 


REV. HOSEA BALLOU’S ~~ 
TREATISE ON ATONEMENT. 


It being entirely out of print, @nd anxiously inquired for 
in every section of the ( ountry. 

The work will contain two hundred and 36 pages, dno- 
decimo ; will be full bound, gilt and lettered, and put to 
subscribers at one dollar a copy. 
: The Puplisher feels confident that, in consequence of 
its editoris( department, it will maintain its for-| the aburdant increase of religious light and know! 

| which, at the present time eminently prevails, he shall be 

' able te obtain a goodly number of subecribers. 


Specious. To test the strength of the arzument, | meeting be published in the Magezine. 
we will admit the premises—original total Soe Leona, ere, 
depravity, and perfect holiness, as the first and} (<~The Society would be happy to be visited 
last state of the elect. The question is, is the | by ministering brethren travelling that way. 
change from one to the other instantaneous, or 
progressive? Our writer says, “How long does S 
it take,” &c.? Let us compare—-A child, igno- 
rant of the principles of English Grammar, is The Christian Intelligencer, heretofore print- 
sent to mee? and in a given length of time be-| og at Poriland, and Edited by Br. Russell Street- 
comes a good grammarian. “How long does it| , as bee ‘ Sardi 2 j 
take the mind to change from” ignorance to ak ig eo” be: Bi eag 
knowledge ? W hat is the interval state 2? And led every Friday under the title of “Curistian In- 
what “the child $ situation, as io knowledge ‘ at | serricexcer asp EaSTeRN Carosiere.” Br. Wm. 
that time ? 1.4 Drew hag taken the management of the con- 
**As to the doctrine, that when this effectual | cern as Editor. This paper is published in 
call is once determined, this conversion once | Royal Size, and in its typogragraphical appear- 
wroaght ont, the happy subjects cannot, in any | ance is excelled by very few periodical publica- 
way. tall from grace, and forfeit the divine f{a-} tions. Frem the well known character of the | 
vor, the Statement of such opinion isa suf-| Editor we have every reason to believe that. in} 
ticient.a ®.-Un'tarian. Whosoever is > 
born of GO@GSth not commit sin: for his seed! mer high siauding. 


na 


